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AMirffliMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

m accordance with the PTO's amendment format, a detailed listing of all 
claims has been provided. A status identifier is provided for each claim in 
parentheses following each claim nnmber. Changes to the claims are shown by 
strikethrough or double bracketing (for deleted text) or underlining (for added text). 

In the Claims: 

Claims 1-40 were previously pending. 

Please amend claims 1 and 7-8 as shown below. 

Please cancel claims 5-6, and please cancel the unnumbered claim between 
claims 31 and 32. 

Please add new claim 41, which is an exact copy of the canceled 
unnumbered claim between claims 31 and 32. 
Pending claims are 1-4, 7-33, and 41. 
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T jgting ftftne Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A speech-enabled application, comprising 

one or more of the following: 

a question control configured to provide a question function in the speech- 
enabled application; 

an announcer control configured to provide an announcer function in the 

speech-enabled application; 

a command control configured to provide a command and control function 

in the speech-enabled application; 

a word trainer control configured to provide a word trainer function in the 

speech-enabled application; and 

wherein each of the one or more controls utilizes a grammar to 
communicate with a speech system and each of the one or more controls may be 
utilized in more than one speech-enabled application to provide a standardized 
speech user interface to the speech-enabled applications; 

wWin the question control is furt her configured to receive a custom 
prompt and t o plav the prompt in a Quest ion from the speech system to a user; and 

wherein the Question control is fu rther configured to receive a custom 
verbose prompt and, in the event that an i n teraction usinp the custom prompt is 
interrupted , to plav the verbose prom p t in a Question from the soeeoh system to the 
user when the interaction resum es processing. 
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2. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the grammar 
utilized by a control further comprises a global grammar, terms for which the 
speech system always listens for unless the global grammar is de-activated by the 
control. 

3. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1, wherein the grammar 
utilized by a control further comprises a yielding grammar that may be de- 
activated by the speech system to allow another grammar to be active over the 
yielding grammar. 

4. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the grammar 
utilized by a control further comprises a persistent grammar that enables a speech- 
enabled application utilizing the persistent grammar to be launched by the speech 
system when the speech system recognizes a term that is included in the persistent 
grammar. 

5-6. (Canceled) 

7 . (Currently Amended) The speech system as recited in claim 1 6, 
wherein the question control is further configured to repeat the custom prompt in 
place of the verbose prompt if the verbose prompt has a null value. 

8. (Currently Amended) The speech system as recited in claim 1 S, 
wherein the question control comprises an earcon property that, when utilized by a 
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speech-enabled application, causes a sound file to be played before the custom 
prompt is played. 

9. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , therein the question 
control comprises an interrupting property that, when utilized by a speech-enabled 
application, causes an interaction created by the question control to be processed 
immediately upon being submitted to the speech system. 

10. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the question 
control is further configured to provide a list of possible answers to the question 
after the custom prompt is played. 

1 1 . (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 0, wherein: 
the list of possible answers is programmed into the question control, and 

at least one of the possible answers is specified to play a pre-recorded string. 

12. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 10, wherein: 

the list of possible answers is programmed into the question control, and at least 
one of the possible answers is specified to play a distinct TTS string. 

1 3 . (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 0, wherein the list of 
possible answers is programmed into the question control. 
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14. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 10, wherein the list of 
possible answers is provtded by the speech-enabled application that incorporates 
the question control. 

15. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1, wherein the question 
control is further configured to provide audible feedback after receiving a user 
response to a question to indicate that a valid response to the question was 
received. 

16. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 15, wherein the audible 
feedback is a tone. 

17. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 15, wherein the audible 
feedback is an announcement that repeats the valid response. 

18. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
announcer control is further configured to translate an electronic mail message to 
speech. 

1 9. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
announcer control is further configured to play an announcement regarding an 
occurrence of an event upon occurrence of the event. 
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20. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
announcer control is further configured to repeat an announcement in response to a 
repeat command from a user. 

2 1 (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
announcer control is further configured to interrupt a currently processing 
interaction when an interaction created by the announcer control is submitted to 
the speech system. 

22. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
announcer control is further configured to abort an announcement interaction 
created by the announcer control when the announcement interaction is interrupted 
by another interaction. 

23. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
announcer control is further configured to restart an announcement interaction 
created by the announcer control after the announcement interaction is interrupted 
by another interaction. 

24. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
announcer control is further configured to play a sound file before playing an 
announcement. 
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25. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
announcer control is further configured to provide a delay after playing an 
announcement. 

26. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
command control is further configured to provide a way for a speech-enabled 
application to specify a speech grammar for the speech-enabled application to use. 

27. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
command control is further configured to provide a method for supporting a 
dynamic grammar. 

28. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
command control is further configured to provide a method for supporting a global 
grammar. 

29. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
command control is further configured to provide a method for supporting a 
yielding grammar. 

30. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
command control is further configured to provide a method for supporting a 
persistent grammar. 
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31. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 1, wherein the word 
trainer control is further configured to cause the speech system to: 
play a custom prompt to a user; 
wait for a response from the user, and 
record the response from the user. 

Unnumbered Claim (Canceled) Tito s pe eeh syst e m as malted in n l n im 31, whoroin 
the word trainoi ' uontrol in furtha c onfigured to 6 W*se U i l speech aystea t n 
«MOo i nto the room J o d rooponno from Ih u u, cr with n s tt kg s tewe d in mem or y nf 
the apooch oyste 



32. (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 3 1 , wherein the word 
trainer control is further configured to cause the speech system to play a sound file 
after playing the custom prompt. 

33 . (Original) The speech system as recited in claim 3 1 , wherein the word 
trainer control is further configured to cause the speech system to provide user 
feedback after recording the response from the user. 

34-40. (Canceled) 

41 (New) The speech system as recited in claim 3 1 , wherein the word 

trainer control is further configured to cause the speech system to associate the 



10 



PAGEIWRCVDATMO^ 



OCT 24 2005 14:01 FR 00 15093238979 TO 15712738300 P. 13/16 

Response to Office Action Dated 10/06/2005 
S/N 10/067,518 V 

recorded response from the user with a string stored in memory of the speech 
system. 
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